
Epiphany 2022 
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a,5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

 Some of you know that I play piano.  This all began when my parents bought a piano for 

the house - by the way that same piano is now at my little sister’s house and I played Christmas 

carols on it last week.  Anyway after we got it I read books on music theory, and tried to 

understand how to read music.  One day I was pecking out the notes to a melody on the piano 

and I realized that if, at the same time, I played the chords indicated by the symbols above the 

melody line it matched the melody.  It had never occurred to me before.  I had had an epiphany - 

I came to understand the full meaning of something that had been under my nose the whole time. 

 So what is the epiphany that we celebrate today?  I will suggest that there are a few 

different levels of epiphany that we can become aware of today.  First is the epiphany of who 

Jesus is, second is the implications of that revelation for the world, and third, the implication for 

each of us personally. 

 First what is it about Jesus that can be missed?  Just like all the things in those music 

theory books i read clearly pointed to what I randomly saw one day, so too the words of the 

prophets were pointing to and talking about Jesus - but it’s easy to miss it (once you see it you 

knock yourself in the head and say, “why didn’t I see it sooner”).  As Christians, we have had to 

come to realize what it means to be the Messiah.  We have to realize how all of that imagery of 

God as shepherd and loving spouse to the people is the way to really know God.    But to 

understand how God’s plan works we have to understand who Jesus is.  This first epiphany is 

symbolized by the three gifts - gold, frankincense, and myrrh - that the wise men bring.  

Symbolizing Jesus as King (gold), as God (frankincense), and foretelling his death (myrrh).  But 

the feast of the Epiphany and what it tells us about Jesus is not just about the visit of the three 

wise men.  A part of the Epiphany also happens at the Baptism of the Lord where he is acclaimed 

as the Lamb of God (linking his death to the pascal sacrifice that takes away sins), and where the 

voice from heaven proclaims him the Son of God.  Another piece is found at the wedding at 

Canna where the water turned to wine represents the Eucharist, and its distribution shows us how 

Jesus can transform and distribute good things.  You may not see how all the pieces fit together, 

but when you do you will be like me that day on the piano bench saying “how did I not see it 

sooner”? 



 Knowing about who Jesus is points to what he does for all people - the second level of 

epiphany.  We have to understand that the way God planned to save all of humanity was not by 

teaching us ways to save ourselves in this world, or by stopping all bad people from doing bad 

things, or by changing earth to be how we want it to be.  Jesus comes to save us by providing us 

the possibilities of a spiritual life after this earthly life.  A way in which our eternal soul could 

live in union with the almighty, not in a hell of separation from God in the next life.  The 

sacrifice of Jesus’ death fits perfectly into the narrative of Scripture as the sacrifice that cancels 

out sins, and his resurrection provides a transformed body to which we all can be joined.  As St. 

Paul says in the second reading:  It was not made known to people in other generations  as it has 

now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs, 

members of the same body.  The thing not made know to other generations is that only the guy 

who the wise men visited could be the one to fulfill the prophecies.  Only God made man could 

cancel our sins and provide a place in his body where God and humans could dwell together.  It 

was there is the prophecies the whole time - but no one made the connection. 

 So what does this mean for me?  Well if the stuff just spoken about doesn’t really make 

sense - then you still have an epiphany or two to go through.  To say “I don’t get it, so it must not 

be worth seeing” would be like me taking a magic marker and blocking off all those chords I 

didn’t understand so they didn’t distract me from plucking out individual notes.  Once I figured 

how to play the notes of the chords around the melody - I was able to play real music.  Once each 

of us understands how the symbols of our faith apply to our life, then our life becomes a song.  

Having our own personal epiphanies about who Jesus is, what he has done for the world, and 

what he can do for each of us is an amazing experience.  These epiphanies are not just about 

understanding theological stuff - they inform how we live our lives, how we place ourselves in 

relationship to God and others, how we understand the deeper meanings of the things in life 

through which God is trying to communicate to us.  It may take time - but learn the truths of the 

faith, figure out what the symbols God uses mean, and then let that knowledge allow you to wrap 

God-inspired music around the melody of your life.  There will always be bad notes and some 

rough rhythms along the way, but I tell you, the song of your life will sound a lot better 

incorporating God’s wisdom than by just plucking your own way through life.  Let us all pray for 

a life full of epiphanies opening our eyes to the wondrous ways of the Lord.


